Introduction
The increases in corn grain prices and grain drying costs have stimulated the interest in silage corn products in pig feeding. The high moisture shelled corn is largely used in pig feeding as alternative feed to dry corn grain, whilst whole ear corn silage (WECS) is less used because it is considered too high in fiber despite it might increase the DM crop yield by 15-20% (Zanfi and Spanghero, 2012) .
Aim
This work aimed at evaluating the effects of the inclusion of whole ear corn silage in diets for fattening heavy pigs in substitution of part of dry corn grain and wheat bran on the main blood parameters.
Materials and Methods
Three experimental diets were fed to 30 barrows (98.2 ± 0.7 kg) divided into 3 groups: a control diet (C), and two diets containing WECS (15 or 30% on DM, 15ES and 30ES, respectively) in partial or complete substitution of wheat bran and corn meal ( Table 1 ). The pigs were fed restricted according to nutrient requirements reported by NRC (1998): daily DMI from 7.8 to 6.7% BW 0.75 from 98 to 143 kg BW. Blood was drawn from jugular vein, at 14d intervals, before feeding in the morning. Immunological parameters and plasma metabolites related to energy and lipid, nitrogen, mineral metabolism, enzyme activities and total bilirubin, were analysed by an automatic analyser for biochemical chemistry. Almost all the considered items were not affected by treatments (Tables 2, 3) , only L-lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) was significantly different by diet effect (P=0.004). However, a trend was recorded for neutrophils counts (P=0.069), neutrophils:lymphocyte ratio (P=0.060) and basophils counts (P=0.080). Moreover, a trend for higher content was recorded for non-esterified fatty acid (P=0.060) for both 15ES and 30ES diets as a result of an improved absorption of SCFA from the large intestine because of increased fibre fermentation (Yde et al., 2011) . No differences were observed for performance parameters (Table 4) . 
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